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Public  Health  Department, 

Town  Hall, 

Maosteg. 

August,  1949. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Maesteg  Urban  District  Council 


Gentlemen, 

I herewith  submit  for  your  consideration  my  Report  upon  the  Vital 
Statistics  and  Sanitary  circumstances  of  your  Urban  Area  for  the  year  1948. 

The  year  1948  has  been  an  eventful  one  in  the  annals  of  Public  Health 
and  so  many  changes  have  been  effected  with  regard  to  the  Health  Services 
and  Hospital  Administration  on  July  5th  that  the  position  of  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  has  undergone  a complete  revision  since  that  date.  Six 
elevenths  of  the  time  of  the  M.O.H.  now  belongs  to  the  County  Council  as 
Assistant  Medical  Officer  for  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  and  the  Schools  ; 
three  elevenths  of  his  time  is  devoted  to  the  Urban  District  in  its  function 
as  a Sanitary  Authority,  while  the  remaining  two  elevenths  are  allotted 
to  the  Regional  Hospital  Board  as  Superintendent  of  the  Isolation  Hospital 
and  the  Maternity  Home. 

As  the  Health  Services  proper  have  now  been  taken  over  by  the  County 
Council,  the  report  for  1948  on  those  services  will  only  cover  the  period 
from  January  1st  up  to  July  5th,  1948,  while  the  reports  of  tne  Isolation 
Hospital  and  Maternity  Home  will  no  longer  appear  in  the  report  for  the 
year  1949. 

My  appointment  on  1st  November,  1948,  has  made  the  writing  of 
this  report  somewhat  difficult,  as  having  partaken  in  the  Public  Health 
Work  of  the  Urban  District  for  only  one-sixth  of  the  year  I had,  for  much 
of  my  information,  to  depend  on  previous  records  and  other  official  Sources. 

I have  included  in  this  report  some  statistical  graphs  which  show  at 
a glance  that  the  year  1948  has  been  a very  satisfactory  one  from  the  Public 
Health  point.  The  graph  of  the  Chief  Causes  of  Death  at  all  Ages  convinces 
us  at  once  that  Infectious  Diseases,  with  the  exception  of  Tuberculosis, 
now  only  play  a minor  part  in  the  causation  of  death.  Among  the  deaths 
due  to  Infectious  Diseases  neither  Scarlet  Fever  nor  Diphtheria  appear  to 
be  primarily  important,  but  rather  Measles  and  Whooping  Cough  in  com- 
bination, while  the  most  persistent  curve  of  death  remains  that  of  Gastro- 
Enteritis.  The  total  deaths  have  dropped  to  the  lowest  level  since  1923. 

The  graph  of  Vital  Statistics  is  even  more  promising.  The  population 
has  shown  a slight  increase,  the  Births  have  increased  to  above  the  1925 
level,  while  the  Infantile  Mortality  has  reached  the  lowest  figure  from  1924. 
Deaths  at  all  Ages  are  still  well  above  the  1924  level  but  this  is  partly  due 
to  the  relative  increase  in  old  age  which  again  is  a consequence  of  the  low 
birth-rate  in  the  period  1932-1939.  This  factor  will  become  even  more 
apparent  in  the  coming  years. 

Much  remains  still  to  be  done  in  the  field  of  Sanitation  and  we  have 
only  to  look  back  at  the  magnificent  results  of  Preventive  Medicine,  to 
become  inspired  with  enough  enthusiasm  and  determination  to  make  the 
“ sky  our  limit.” 

I am,  Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

S.  C.  J.  FALKMAN 

Medical  Officer  of  Health , 
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GENERAL  STATISTICS 


Area  in  Acres  

Population  1948  (Estimated) 

,,  1891  Census 

1901  „ 

1911  „ . 

1921  „ 

1931  „ 

Rateable  Value  of  1948 

Sum  represented  by  a Penny  Rate 


6,709  (ft 
22,960 
9,471 


15,015 
...  24,977 
..  28,960 
. 25,552 
£76,031 
..  £281 


Per  1,000  Live 
Persons 


Birth-Rate  for  1948  22.8 

Average  Birth-Rate  for  10  previous  years  19.28 

Death-Rate  (from  all  causes)  for  1948  11.7 

Average  Death-Rate  for  10  previous  years  12.63 

Death-Rate  from  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  for  1948  0.4 

Average  Death-Rate  from  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

for  10  previous  years 0.6 

Death-Rate  from  other  forms  of  Tuberculosis  for 

1948  0.1 

Infantile  Mortality  for  1948  50 

Average  Infantile  Mortality  for  10  previous  years  72 
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EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS. 


^ Births  : — 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate  

Still- Births  

Birth  Rate  

Birth  Rate  Eng.  & Wales 


Males 

Females 

Total 

263 

...  238  ... 

. 501 

17 

6 .. 

. 23 

8 

5 ... 

. 13 

22.8 

17.9 


Deaths 

Males — 163.  Females — 106.  Total — 269. 

Death  Rate  ...  11.7. 

Death  Rate, 

England  & Wales  10.8. 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes 

From  Puerperal  Infections  0 

Other  Maternal  Causes  1 

Rate  per  1,000  total  (live  and  still)  births  ...  1.86 

Rate  for  England  and  Wales  1.02 


Deaths  of  Infants  under  One  Year  of  Age 

Legitimate  

Illegitimate  

Total  

Rate  per  1,000  


23 

3 

26 

50 


Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  under  2 years  1 

Deaths  from  Measles,  all  ages  0 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough,  all  ages  1 
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SUMMARY  OF  THE  CHIEF  CAUSES  OF  DEATH  AT 
ALL  AGES  AND  THEIR  RATES  FOR  THE  YEAR  1948. 

(Civilian  Only). 


1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

7. 

8. 


Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid  Fevers 
Cerebro-spinal  Fever 
Scarlet  Fever 

Whooping  Cough  

Diphtheria  

Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System 
Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis 
Syphilitic  Diseases 


Number 

M. 

0 
0 
0 
1 
1 
5 
3 
1 


ALL  CAUSES  Males  163 

Females  106 
Rate  per  1 ,060 


of 

F. 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

6 

1 

0 


Deaths 

Total 

0 

0 

0 

1 

1 

II 

4 


9. 

Influenza 

0 

0 

0 

10. 

Measles 

0 

0 

0 

11. 

Ac.  polio-myel.  & polio-enceph. 

0 

0 

0 

12. 

Ac.  inf.  enceph. 

0 

0 

0 

13. 

Cancer  of  buc.  cav.  & oesoph.  (M) 

uterus  (F)  

2 

3 

5 

14. 

Cancer  of  stomach  & duodenum 

5 

4 

9 

15. 

Cancer  of  breast 

0 

2 

2 

16. 

Cancer  of  all  other  sites 

9 

5 

14 

17. 

Diabetes 

0 

1 

1 

18. 

Intracranial  vascular  lesions 

21 

13 

34 

19. 

Heart  Disease 

52 

40 

92 

20. 

Other  diseases  of  circ.  system 

2 

4 

6 

21. 

Bronchitis  

13 

5 

18 

22. 

Pneumonia 

4 

2 

6 

23. 

Other  Resp.  diseases 

7 

2 

9 

24. 

Ulcer  of  stomach  or  duodenum  

2 

1 

3 

25. 

Diarrhoea  under  2 years  

0 

1 

1 

26. 

Appendicitis 

0 

0 

0 

27. 

Other  Digestive  Diseases  

0 

3 

3 

28. 

Nephritis 

4 

2 

6 

29. 

Puer.  & Post-abort,  sepsis 

0 

0 

0 

30. 

Other  maternal  causes 

0 

1 

1 

31. 

Premature  Birth  

3 

1 

4 

32. 

Con.  Mai.  ; birth  in).  ; infant,  dis. 

9 

3 

12 

33. 

Suicide 

1 

0 

1 

34. 

Road  Traffic  Accidents 

3 

1 

4 

35. 

Other  violent  causes 

6 

0 

6 

36. 

All  other  causes 

9 

5 

14 

Rate 

per 

1000 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.04 

0.04 

0.40 

0.17 

0.04 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.21 

0-39 

0.08 

0.60 

0.04 

1.48 

4.00 

0.26 

0.78 

0.26 

0.36 

0.13 

0.04 

0.00 

0.13 

0.26 

0.00 

0.04 

0.17 

0.52 

0.04 

0.17 

0.26 

0.60 


Total 


269 

11.7 
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Birth  rates,  Civilian  Death  rates,  Analysis  of  Mortality,  Maternal 
Mortality  and  Case  rates  for  certain  Infectious  diseases  in  the 
Year  1948.  Provisional  figures  based  on  Weekly  and  Quarterly 
Returns  of  the  Registrar  General  (England  and  Wales). 


England  and 
Wales 

126  C.Bs. 
and  Great 
Towns 
including 
London 

148  Smaller 
Towns 
Resident 
Population 
25,000-50,000 
1931  Census 

London 

Adm. 

County 

Live  Births 

• Rates  per 
17.9  ★ 

1000  Civil 
20.0 

ian  Pop. — 
19.2 

20.1 

Still  ” 

0.42^ 

0.52 

0.43 

0.39 

DEATHS 

All  Causes 

10. 8^ 

11.6 

10.7 

11.6 

Typhoid  and 
Paratyphoid 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

Whooping  Cough 

0.02 

0.02 

0.02 

0.01 

Diphtheria 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.01 

Tuberculosis 

0.51 

0.59 

0.46 

0.63 

Influenza 

0.03 

0.03 

0.04 

0.02 

Smallpox 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Acute 

Poliomyelitis  and 

Polioencephalitis 

0.01 

0.01 

0.01 

0.00 

Pneumonia 

0.41 

0.38 

0.36 

0.54 

Rates  per 

1,000  Live 

Births  : — 

Deaths  under 

1 Year  of  Age 

34x 

39 

32 

31 

Deaths  from 
Diarrhoea  and 
Enteritis  under 

2 years  of  age 

3.3 

4.5 

2.1 

2.4 

• A dash  (-)  signifies  that  there  were  no  deaths 
x Per  1,000  related  births 

★ Rates  per  1,000  Total  population 
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England  and 
Wales 

126  C.Bs. 
and  Great 
Towns 
including 
London 

148  Smaller 
Towns 
Resident 
Population 
25,000-50,000 
1931  Census 

London 

Adm. 

County 

Rates  per 

1000  Civil 

ian  Pop. — 

Notifications 

(corrected)  : — 
Typhoid  Fever 

0.01 

0.00 

0.01 

0.00 

Paratyph.  Fever 

0.01 

0.01 

0.0 1 

0.01 

Cerebro  Spinal 
Fever 

0.03 

0.03 

0.02 

0.03 

Scarlet  Fever 

1.73 

1.90 

1.82 

1.37 

Whooping  Cough 

3.42 

3.51 

3.31 

313 

Diphtheria 

0.08 

0.10 

0.09 

0.10 

Erysipelas 

0.21 

0.23 

0.21 

0.22 

Smallpox 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Measles 

9.34 

9.75 

8.84 

9.17 

Pneumonia 

0.73 

0.84 

0.60 

0.57 

Acute 

Poliomyelitis 

0.04 

0.05 

0.04 

0.04 

Acute 

Polioencephalitis 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

Rates  per  1,000  Total  Births  (Live  and  Still) 

(a)  Notifications  (corrected) 

Puerperal  Fever 
and  Pyrexia 

6.89 

8.90 

4.71 

7.34* 

(b)  Maternal  Mortality  in  England  and  Wales  : — 


No.  140 

No.  141 

No.  147 

Nos.  142  - 146 

Abortion 

Abortion 

Puerperal 

148-150 

with  Sepsis 

without  Sepsis 

Infections 

Other 

0.11 

0.05 

0.13 

0.73 

Abortion  Mortality  per  million  women  aged  15-44  in  England 
and  Wales 


No.  140  with  Sepsis 

No.  141  without  Sepsis 

9 

5 

* In  London  Puerperal  Fever  alone  was  0.61 
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The  following  Table  shows  the  number  of  cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  originally  notified  during  1948,  and  of  the 
final  numbers  after  corrections  subsequently  made  either  by  the  notifying  Medical  Practitioner  or  by  Medical 
Superintendent  of  the  Infectious  Diseases  Hospital.  A column  is  also  given  showing  the  number  of  deaths 
from  certain  Infectious  Diseases  during  the  year. 
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WATER 


During  the  year  1948,  5G  samples  of  water  were  taken  for  quantitative 
and  qualitative  analysis  by  the  County  Analyst.  Three  samples  were 
found  to  be  unsatisfactory  and  are  specified  below  : — 


Bacteriological 

Taken  from  Date  Examination 

Garth 

Swimming  Pool  ....  7/7/48  ....  Doubtful  bacterial 
(Deep  End)  purity 


Maesteg 

Swimming  Pool  ....  27/7/48  . ..  Total  organisms  very 

numerous  and  the 
quantitative  results 
show  the  water  to  be 
of  moderate  bacterial 
purity 

Tap, 

Neath  Road,  ....  28/9/48  ....  C ontaminated 
Maesteg  Unsatisfactory 


Chemical 
Anal ij  sis 

....  The  physical 
characters  are  fairly 
satisfactory.  The 
chlorine  dosage 
should  be  increased 
by  about  0.3  parts 
per  million 

...  The  physical 
....  characters  are  fairly 
satisfactory 


A very  soft  acid 
water.  The  chemical 
and  physical 
characters  are  fairly 
satisfactory  but 
the  bacteriological 
results  are  very 
unsatisfactory.  The 
supply  should  be 
chlorinated. 


Copies  of  Laboratory  reports  upon  all  examinations  were  forwarded 
to  the  Manager  of  the  Mid-Glamorgan  Water  Board.  The  Surveyor’s  Depart- 
ment were  informed  of  all  Swimming  Baths  results  and  appropriate  action 
taken  by  everyone  concerned  where  found  necessary. 

Maesteg  is  now  mainly  supplied  by  the  Sychpant  and  Caerau  sources 
while  water  is  also  drawn  from  the  Llangeinor  Reservoir.  In  emergencies 
Schwyll  water  is  brought  up  to  Maesteg.  Sources  of  impure  water  like  the 
Penylan  source  have  been  cut  off  and  plans  are  in  existence  to  subject  all 
water  in  the  future  to  filtration  and  sedimentation.  The  development 
of  this  scheme  may  take  some  years. 

The  Mid-Glamorgan  Water  Board  and  the  Public  Health  Department 
are  responsible  to  the  Ministry  of  Health  for  the  safeguarding  of  the  water 
purity.  All  workers  in  this  field  are  examined  by  the  Water  Board  for  the 
typhoid-carrier  state  by  the  Vi-Antigen  Tests.  Water  samples  are  taken 
fortnightly  in  Maesteg. 
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NEATH  ROAD  RESERVOIR. 


This  new  water  reservoir  is  now  near  completion  and  wili  bo  working 
at  full  capacity  approximately  in  August,  1949. 

The  reservoir  is  entirely  covered  and  situated  beside  the  old  reservo.ir 
for  the  General  Hospital.  The  intake  for  the  new  reservoir  is  Blaencwmcerwn 
from  where  the  water  gravitates  down  to  the  Neath  Road  reservoir.  The 
houses  on  the  Neath  Road  side  of  town,  the  Park  Site  houses  and  the  Isola- 
tion Hospital,  will  bo  supplied  from  the  new  reservoir,  the  water  of  which 
reaches  these  sites  by  gravitation. 

The  new  scheme  includes  : 

(1)  Construction  of  two  properly  screened  intakes  at  Blaencwmcerwn 
and  the  abandonment  of  the  existing  intake  which  was  in  bad 
condition,  much  affected  by  flood  water. 

(2)  Renewal  of  9-inch  pipe  line  across  abandoned  trench  for  old  dam. 

(3)  Mass  concrete  covered  reservoir  (500,000  gallons  capacity)  at 
/ oO  feet  above  O.D.  situate  above  Old  Neath  Road  Reservoir; 
the  old  reservoir  to  be  abandoned. 

(4)  About  1,500  yards  of  9-inch  mains  from  Reservoir  to  Sychpant 

(5)  About  1,200  yards  of  8-inch  mains  from  Reservoir  to  Nantyffyllon 
Pumping  Station. 

This  Scheme  provides  for  increased  pressure  to  all  properties  on  the 
high  levels  of  Maesteg  Town  including  such  points  as  Vicarage  Terrace  and 
Cemetery  Road.  It  will  also  give  a more  efficient  supply  to  the  Park  Housing 
Site  which  now  in  times  of  drought  is  supplied  from  the  Red  Cow  Reservoir 
by  temporary  pumps.  In  the  future  in  dry  periods  water  will  gravitate  from 
Llangeinor  Reservoir  to  Red  Cow  Reservoir  and  from  thence  to  the  Nanty- 
ffyllon Pumping  Station.  This  station  will  boost  water  to  the  Neath  Road 
Reservoir  when  necessary. 

Land  is  provided  on  the  site  of  the  new  Reservoir  for  filtration  plant 
but  at  present  purification  will  remain  as  before,  i.e.,  chlorination  at  Sychpant 
and  at  the  sources  supplying  the  Llangeinor  Reservoir. 

All  houses  in  the  Maesteg  District  are  supplied  from  the  Public  Water 
Mains  with  the  exception  of  29  which  are  mainly  outlying  farms  and  cottages 
far  away  from  the  public  water  mains  and  therefore  still  supplied  by  Stand- 
pipes. 

SWIMMING  BATHS 

The  purification  of  the  water  is  effected  by  rapid  sand  filtration  with 
additional  chlorination.  Bacteriological  tests  wore,  on  the  whole,  moderately 
satisfactory,  and  if,  in  the  1949  season  no  higher  standard  can  be  achieved, 
heavy  chlorination  has  to  be  resorted  to  in  order  to  make  the  swimming  pools 
hygienically  safe.  The  filtering  sandlayers  have  been  renewed  in  the  Maesteg 
and  Garth  Swimming  Baths  and  this  has  improved  the  bacteriological  labora- 
tory reports  favourably. 
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ANNUAL  RAINFALL  ~ 

The  total  rainfall  for  the  year,  as  registered  at  the  Council’s  Welfare  Park  was  85.24  inches. 

The  following  table  gives  the  rainfall  records  for  districts  in  the  Area  of  the  Mid-Glamorgan  Water  Board 
during  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1948. 
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Number  of  new  houses  erected  during  the  year  1948  : 

(i)  By  the  Local  Authority  : — 


Type— B.I.S.F 24 

Permanent  Traditional  ....  12 

Total  ....  3G 

(ii)  By  other  persons  or  bodies  : — 

Nil. 

(iii)  Total  number  of  houses  owned  by  the  Local  Authority  : — 

(a)  "Under  the  Housing  Acts  ....  372 

(b)  Other  Powers  ....  ....  13 

The  state  of  general  repair  of  a large  portion  of  the  working-class 
type  is  rather  low.  The  same  difficulties  have  been  experienced  as  in  the 
previous  year  in  enforcing  compliance  with  Notices  served  under  the  Public 
Health  Acts  in  the  case  of  owners,  some  of  whom  are  themselves  impoverished. 
There  is,  moreover  a shortage  in  skilled  labour  and  materials.  The  fact 
will  sooner  or  later  have  to  be  faced  that  in  the  oldest  part  of  the  town  the 
houses  will  deteriorate  most  so  that  in  the  allocation  of  new  houses  this  factor 
has  to  be  assessed.  Moreover,  and  as  has  already  happened  with  some 
local  authorities  elsewhere,  the  owners  may,  if  severly  impoverished,  prefer 
to  part  with  their  houses  rather  than  to  have  to  bear  the  constant  expense 
of  repair. 

The  selection  of  tenants  for  new  houses  has,  therefore,  to  be  made 
with  the  greatest  care  as  otherwise  much  waste  will  occur  due  to  the  fact 
that  tenants  do  not  appreciate  the  value  of  the  property  allocated  to  them 
by  treating  it  carelessly  and  inflicting  much  damage.  The  matter  of  putting 
people  in  clean  houses  does  not  by  any  means  transform  them  into  clean 
and  house-proud  people.  Approximately  700  applications  for  new  houses 
in  the  Urban  District  have  been  received  to  the  end  of  1948. 

In  the  problem  of  re-housing,  the  rate  of  new  building  and  the  rate 
of  deterioration  in  the  existing  houses  have  to  square  each  other  as  otherwise 
the  lag  will  never  be  bridged.  The  housing  conditions  in  the  year  1948  have 
therefore  not  shown  any  material  improvement. 


H) 


COMMON  LODGING  HOUSE 


There  is  one  Common  Lodging  House  in  the  Urban  Area  and  the 
type  of  lodger  frequenting  the  Lodging  House  has  been,  m the  main,  the 
aged  type.  The  conditions  from  a structural  and  sanitary  point  of  view 
are  appalling.  Three  families  live  there  in  conditions  of  gross  overcrowding, 
together  with  an  average  of  15  lodgers.  Only  three  lavatories  are  provided 
in  the  yard  for  the  34  people  who  live  in  the  premises,  while  two  taps,  also 
placed  in  the  yard,  provide  the  entire  water  supply  for  this  place. 

The  premises  should  be  closed  for  the  following  reasons  : 

(1)  Dangerous  epidemiological  potential. 

(2)  Gross  overcrowding  in  the  apartments  let  to  three  families. 

(3)  Premises  in  insanitary  condition. 

(4)  Unfit  for  human  habitation  since  1941. 

(5)  Not  registered  since  July  22nd,  1947. 

(6)  No  full-time  Keeper. 

(7)  Constituting  a nuisance  to  neighbours  and  to  the  Police  as 
undesirable  individuals  can  find  accommodation  there  who 
otherwise  would  by-pass  the  town. 

(8)  Contravention  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  Sections  236, 
237,  238  and  241. 


DISINFESTATION 

Verminous  premises  were  disinfested  throughout  the  year.  D.D.T. 
and  Gamoxane  in  various  forms  were  again  used  an 4 satisfactory  results 
obtained. 
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HEALTH  SERVICES  : 

Since  the  inception  of  the  National  Health  Service  Act,  1946,  from 
tlie  5th  of  July,  194S,  the  Urban  District  has  ceased  to  be  a Health  Authority 
and  is  now  a Sanitary  Authority  only  concerned  with  Sanitation  and  Environ- 
mental Hygiene.  All  the  Health  Services  are  concentrated  under  the  County 
Council  with  a Divisional  Office  in  Bridgend.  The  following  services  have, 
therefore,  become  a County  Council  responsibility  : — 

1 . Care  of  Mothers  and  Young  Children. 

2.  Domicilliary  Midwifery. 

3.  Health  Visiting. 

4.  Home  Nursing. 

5.  Vaccination  and  Immunisation. 

6.  Ambulance  Services. 

7.  Prevention  of  Illness  ; Care  and  After-Care. 

8.  Domestic  Help  Service. 

9.  Duties  connected  with  Lunacy  and  Mental  Health. 

10.  Provision  of  Health  Centres. 

These  services  are  administered  through  the  Divisional  Office,  County 
Council  Offices,  Quarella  Road,  Bridgend,  with  the  exception  of  Lunacy, 
Mer.tal  Health  and  the  County  Ambulance  Service,  which  have  not  been 
de  -centralised . 

The  Hospitals  of  Mid -Glamorgan  are  administered  by  the  Regional 
Hospital  Board  through  the  Mid-Glamorgan  Hospital  Management  Committee 
in  Neath.  The  Isolation  Hospital,  the  Maternity  Home  and  the  General 
Hospital  in  Maesteg  have  therefore  become  the  responsibility  of  the  Regional 
Hospital  Board  and  are  administered  through  the  Mid-Glamorgan  Hospital 
Management  Committee  with  a local  representation  in  the  Hospital  House 
Committee  which  sits  in  Maesteg  periodically. 

It  is  for  this  reason  that  in  the  report  for  1948,  only  figures  will  be 
supplied  until  July  5th,  1948,  with  regard  to  the  above-mentioned  Health 
Services 


(1)  SCHOOL  HEALTH  SERVICES 

The  Medical  Inspection  of  School  children  is  provided  by  the  County 
Council  who  have  also  established  Ophthalmic,  Dental  and  Orthopaedic 
Clinics.  The  various  age  groups  are  examined  periodically  and  from  the 
school  inspections  referred  to  the  various  clinics  if  so  required. 

Cod  liver  oil  is  provided  for  cases  of  under-nutrition  or  under-develop- 
ment. In  cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  special  steps  are  taken  in  conjunction 
with  the  School  Authorities  to  exclude  all  scholars  who  have  been  in  contact 
with  the  patient.  Protective  measures,  immunisation  and  isolation  are 
furthermore  under  the  direction  of  the  Health  Department. 
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(2)  MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE 

Tho  Glamorgan  County  Council  maintains  an  ante-natal  clinic  every 
Monday  afternoon  in  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Centre,  Church  Street, 
| Maesteg.  The  Regional  Hospital  Board  provides,  in  addition,  ante-natal 
clinics  attended  by  Local  Practitioners  in  the  same  building. 


Child  Welfare  Clinics  are  held  every  Tuesday  morning  and  afternoon, 
while,  in  addition,  clinics  are  held  fortnightly  in  Trinity  Church,  Nantyffyllon 
on  Thursdays  and  in  the  Spiritualist  Church,  Caerau  on  Wednesdays. 

The  Maternity  Home  of  11  beds  is  now  under  the  administration 
of  the  Mid-Glamorgan  Hospital  Management  Committee  and  cases  are  referred 
to  this  institution  by  the  General  Practitioners  of  the  town.  Other  cases 
receive  their  ante-natal  care  in  the  Maesteg  Ante-Natal  Centre  and  are  delivered 
by  the  County  Midwives  at  home  or  referred  to  the  Mid-Glamorgan  Hospital 
for  delivery,  abnormalities  or  emergencies. 

The  Glamorgan  County  Council  also  provides  for  the  care  and  treat- 
ment of  deformed,  mentally  defective  and  handicapped  children.  These 
cases  are  selected  from  School  Medical  Inspections  and  Child  Welfare 
Clinics  or  referred  by  General  Practitioners.  In  Maesteg,  a School  Clinic 
is  provided  in  Plasnewydd  School  for  Dental,  Orthopaedic  and  Refraction 
cases.  Illegitimate,  homeless  and  neglected  children  are  provided  for  in 
the  Cottage  Homes,  Bridgend  and  through  the  Welfare  Authorities. 


(3)  TUBERCULOSIS 

Institutions  maintained  by  the  Welsh  National  Memorial  Association 
previous  to  July  5th,  1948,  were  taken  over  by  the  Welsh  Regional  Hospital 
Board  for  the  treatment  of  persons  suffering  from  Tuberculosis.  A T.B. 
Dispensary  is  maintained  in  the  M.  and  C.W.  Building,  Church  Street,  Maesteg 
on  Wednesday  and  Friday  mornings  of  each  week. 


(4)  NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT,  1948. 

Since  the  passing  of  this  Act  the  former  Public  Assistance  Services 
ceased  and  have  been  taken  over  by  the  National  Assistance  Board  under 
the  Ministry  of  National  Insurance.  Tho  functions  of  the  Relieving  Officers 
have  theroforo  been  discontinued  and  replaced  by  the  Officers  of  the  National 
Assistance  Board,  two  of  whom  are  stationed  in  Maesteg  with  their  Office 
in  the  Co-operative  Building  (Telephone  No.  266). 
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As  under  the  National  Health  Insurance  everyone  is  now  medically 
insured,  tho  medical  supervision  and  treatment  of  necessitous  cases  has  become 
the  responsibility  of  the  Medical  Practitioner  or  the  Regional  Hospital  Board. 
Other  classes  of  necessitous  cases,  like  homeless,  abandoned  or  neglected 
individuals  are  the  responsibility  of  the  Welfare  Authorities. 


(5)  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

The  Maesteg  Isolation  Hospital  since  July  5th,  1948  is  administered 
by  the  Mid-Glamorgan  Hospital  Management  Committee  and  provides 
accommodation  for  18  patients. 


(6)  SMALLPOX. 

Any  case  of  smallpox  that  might  occur  is  removed  to  the  Cefn  Hirgoed 
Isolation  Hospital,  which  is  administered  by  the  Mid-Glamorgan  Hospital 
Management  Committee  since  5th  July,  1948. 


(7)  GENERAL. 

The  Maesteg  General  Hospital  provides  accommodation  for  53  patients 
and  is  administered  by  the  Mid-Glamorgan  Hospital  Management  Committee 
on  the  same  lines  as  the  Maternity  and  Isolation  Hospitals. 


(8)  VACCINATION  AND  IMMUNISATION. 

The  County  Council  does  not  provide  for  a Vaccination  Centre  in 
Maesteg,  but  arrangements  can  be  made  with  the  Medical  Practitioner  by 
those  who  wish  themselves  or  their  children  vaccinated. 

An  Immunisation  Clinic  is  held  fortnightly  on  Friday  mornings  in 
the  M.  and  C.W.  Centre,  Church  Street,  where  immunisations  are  performed 
free  of  charge. 

Diphtheria  Anti-toxin  is  supplied  by  the  Divisional  Office  in  Bridgend, 
while  Vaccination  Lymph  can  be  obtained  from  the  Public  Health  Laboratory 
in  Cardiff. 


The  tabulated  immunisation  figures  until  July  5th,  1948,  are  given 


below  : — 


1941 

1942 

1943 

1944 

1945 
1940 

1947 

1948 


Pre-School 

School 

Children 

Childrei 

0 — 4 years 

4 — 14  yet 

341 

1,110 

174 

673 

270 

380 

125 

152 

250 

59 

404 

82 

603 

336 

188 

815 
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The  figures  for  1948  are  actually  up  to  the  30th  June,  1948  in  addition 
to  which,  nine  children  were  given  “ Booster  ” doses.  No  further  immunisa- 
tion was  carried  out  from  this  dato  until  the  change  over  on  5th  July. 


(9)  AMBULANCES 

Tho  Ambulance  Services  are  now  under  the  direction  of  the  County 
Council.  All  calls  for  the  ambulance  service  are  dealt  with  via  the  Main 
Station  in  Bridgend  (Telephone— Bridgend  1077),  while  sub-stations  have 
been  established  in  the  Maesteg  General  Hospital  and  in  Caerau.  Requests 
for  ambulances  not  required  until  the  next  day  are  met  by  means  of  a 
certificate  signed  by  a doctor,  nurse  or  midwife  and  handed  in  at  the  Local 
Ambulance  Station  not  later  than  8 p.m.  on  the  previous  day.  In  emergencies 
or  ambulances  required  on  the  same  day,  the  requests  are  made  by  telephone 
to  Bridgend  and  the  certificate  handed  to  the  ambulance  driver  when  convey- 
ing the  patient.  Special  ambulances  are  provided  for  the  transport  of 
cases  of  Infectious  Diseases.  The  conveyance  of  Maternity  cases  is  ar- 
ranged in  tho  same  manner. 


(10)  CLINICS  AND  TREATMENT  CENTRES 

The  County  Council  provides  for  the  following  clinics  : — 


1. 

Ante-Natal 

...  Monday  afternoon 

Maesteg 

2. 

Child  Welfare 

...  Tuesday  all  day 

Maesteg 

3. 

Child  Welfare 

Wednesday  fortnightly 

Caerau 

4. 

Child  Welfare 

Thursday  fortnightly 

Nantyffyllon 

5. 

School  Clinics  : — 

Dental 

...  Wednesday  & Thursday 

Plasnewydd 

mornings 

Orthopaedic 

Third  Thursday  in  the 

Plasnewydd 

month 

Refraction 

Periodically  as  required 

Plasnewydd 

0. 

Ante-Natal  and 

Monday  afternoons 

Calfaria  Chapel, 

Child  Welfare 

fortnightly 

Cwmfclin 

7. 

Diphtheria 

Friday  mornings 

Maesteg 

Immunisation 

fortnightly 

8. 

Birth  Control 

Friday  mornings  monthly 

Port  Talbot 

2! 


The  Regional  Hospital  Board  provides  for  : — 

1.  Clinics  in  the  Maesteg  General  Hospital  : 

Modical,  Surgical,  Gynaecological,  Ophthalmic,  E.N.T., 
Dermatological,  etc. 

2.  Ante-Natal  Clinics  for  General  Practitioners  in  relation  to  the  Maternity 

Home  in  the  Child  Welfare  Centre,  Maesteg. 

3.  Chest  Clinics  on  Wednesday  and  Friday  mornings  in  the  Maesteg  T.B. 

Dispensary,  Child  Welfare  Centre,  Maesteg. 

4.  Veneral  Diseases — V.D.  Clinic  off  G.W.R.  Station,  Port  Talbot.  Treat- 

ment is  free  and  confidential. 


(11)  LABORATORY  SERVICES 

Until  1st  October,  1948,  all  bacteriological  and  chemical  analysis 
was  undertaken  by  the  Staff  of  the  Cardiff  and  County  Public  Health  Lab- 
oratory, towards  the  upkeep  of  which  the  Local  Authority  made  an  annual 
contribution.  In  October  the  Emergency  Public  Health  Laboratory  took 
over  all  Bacteriological  and  Pathological  examinations  which  were 
undertaken  free  of  charge  as  and  from  this  date.  Chemical  Analysis  is 
undertaken  by  the  Cardiff  and  County  Public  Health  Laboratory  for  which 
a charge  is  made. 

Samples  of  water  and  milk  are  sent  for  analysis  from  time  to  time, 
as  are  also  specimen  of  swabs  requiring  bacteriological  examination. 
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PERIOD  1st  JANUARY-30th  JUNE,  1948 
INFANT  WELFARE  CLINICS 

No.  of  Child  Welfare  Centres  at  which  Clinics  are  held 

Total  number  of  children  who  attended  for  the  first 
time  under  1 year 

Total  number  of  children  who  attended  for  the  first 


time  over  1 year A“* 

Total  256 

Total  number  of  attendances  under  1 year 1772 

Total  number  of  attendances  over  1 year  580 

Total  2352 

HEALTH  VISITING 


Number  of  visits  paid  during  the  period  by  Health  Visitors  : — 

(i)  To  expectant  Mothers First  Visits  45 

Revisits  21  Total  Visits  66 

(ii)  To  children  under  1 First  Visits  314 

Revisits  1498  Total  V isits  1812 

(iii)  To  children  between 

the  ages  of  1 and  5 years  Total  Visits  2265 


Grand  Total  all  visits  4143 

ANTE  NATAL  SERVICES 

No.  of  Centres  provided  by  the  Council  1 

No.  of  Clinics  held  22 

Total  number  of  women  who  attended  during  the  period  200 

No.  of  W.R.  Tests  undertaken  during  the  period  Positive  1 

Negative  1 5 

Total  16 

No.  of  Rh  (Rhesus)  Factor  Tests 

undertaken  during  the  period  Positive  15 

Negative  1 

Total  16 
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CARE  OF  PREMATURE  INFANTS  : 


The  number  of  premature  babies  notified  during  the 
period  whose  mother  is  normally  resident  in  the  Council’s 
Area  21 

The  total  number  of  premature  babies  notified  during  the 


period  who  were  born  : — 

(i)  At  home  14 

(ii)  In  Hospital  or  Nursing  Home  7 


The  number  of  those  born  at  home  : — 

\ 

(i)  Who  were  nursed  entirely  at  home  14 

(ii)  Who  died  during  the  first  24  hours  1 

(iii)  Who  survived  at  the  end  of  one  month  12 

The  number  of  those  born  in  Hospital  or  Nursing  Home  : — 

(i)  Who  died  during  the  first  24  hours 0 

(ii)  Who  survived  at  the  end  of  one  month  0 


SCABIES 

The  number  of  Cases  treated  by  the  Health  Visitors 
during  the  period  was  8.  Method  of  treating  these  cases 
was  described  in  detail  in  the  Annual  Report  for  the  year 
1945 


OPHTHALMIA  NEONATORUM 
Cases  treated  during  period 


Notified 

Tre 
At  Home 

ated 

in  H’spit’l 

Vision 

Unim- 

paired 

V ision 
Im- 
paired 

Total 

Blind- 

ness 

Deaths 

1 

1 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 
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INFANT  DEATHS,  1948 


Sex 

Age 

M 

2 months 

la 

b 

F 

4 months 

la 

b 

M 

4 days 

la 

F 

2 weeks 

la 

b 

c 

M 

4 months 

la 

b 

F 

2 months 

la 

F 

15  hours 

la 

M 

3 days 

la 

M 

2 days 

la 

M 

2 months 

la 

b 

F 

3 months 

la 

b 

M 

3 days 

la 

b 

F 

3 days 

la 

b 

c 

M 

3 days 

la 

b 

c 

M 

2 days 

la 

b 

c 

M 

5 days 

la 

M 

5 months 

la 

M 

1 day 

la 

F 

1 month 

la 

F 

10  hours 

la 

M 

5 months 

la 

F 

11  months 

la 

M 

3 months 

la 

M 

5 days 

la 

b 

M 

1 day 

la 

b 

M 

12  hours 

la 

Total  Numbei 

Cause  of  Death 


Broncho-Pneumonia 
Acute  Bronchitis 
Broncho-Pneumonia 
Congenital  Heart  Disease 
Congenital  Heart  Disease 
Cardiac  Failure 
Congestion  of  Lungs 
Congenital  Cardiac  Disease 
Cerebral  Embolism 
Congenital  Heart  Disease 
Acute  Enteritis 
Premature  Birth 
Premature  Birth 
Convulsions 
Broncho-Pneumonia 
Acute-Bronchitis 
Broncho-Pneumonia 
Acute  Bronchitis 
Convulsions 
Icterus  Neonatorum 
Convulsions 
Hyperpyrexia 

Cerebral  Irritation  (Breech  Birth) 

Respiratory  Failure 

Cord  Pressure 

Prolonged  Birth 

Respiratory  Failure 

Brain  Pressure 

Face  presentation  at  Birth 

Stenosis  of  Duodenum 

Acute  Broncho-Pneumonia 

Atelectasis  Pulmonum 

Broncho-Pneumonia 

Tentorial  Haemorrhage 

Whooping  Cough 

Broncho- Pneumonia 


accidental 


Prematurity 


Antepartum  Haemorrhage 
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CHILD  LIFE  PROTECTION 


Number  of  persons  on  the  register  who  were 
receiving  children  for  reward  at  the  end  of  the  period  NIL 


ADOPTION  OF  CHILDREN  (REGULATION)  ACT,  1939 


Number  of  persons  who  gave  notice  under  Sec.  7 (3)  1 

Number  of  children  under  supervision  at  end  of  period  3 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACT  1936— SECTION  176 
POWER  OF  LOCAL  AUTHORITY  IN  RESPECT  OF  THE 
PREVENTION  AND  TREATMENT  OF  BLINDNESS 

No  action  was  taken  by  the  Council  during  the  year, 
all  arrangements  under  this  section  being  undertaken  by  the 
County  Council. 
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TUBERCULOSIS 


In  the  course  of  the  year,  the  number  of  notifications  of 
Tuberculosis  (Pulmonary  and  other  Forms)  received,  was  44. 
This  figure  shows  a decrease  of  11  on  the  previous  year. 

The  number  of  cases  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  notified 
during  the  year  was  12  males  and  20  females.  Non-Pulmonary 
Tuberculosis  5 males  and  7 females. 

The  deaths  from  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  was  11.  The 
number  of  deaths  from  other  forms  of  Tuberculosis,  was  4. 

The  distribution  of  the  notifications  is  as  follows  : 


Non- 

Ward 

Pulmonary. 

Pulmonary 

CAERAU  

7 

4 

NANTYFFYLLON 

11 

3 

EAST  

4 

1 

WEST  

10 

4 - 

32 

12 

TOTAL  44 

At  the  end  of  the  year, 

after  death  removals,  cures,  altered 

diagnosis,  and  transfers  had  been  adjusted,  there 

were  266  cases 

on  the  register,  made  up  as 

follows  : — 

Non- 

Pulmonary. 

Pulmonary 

Males 

72 

56 

Females  

90 

48 

162 

104 

Total  266 

No  special  provision  is  made  by  the  Council  for  the  treatment 
of  Tuberculosis.  This  is  left  to  the  Medical  Practitioner  in 
attendance,  who,  either  directly  or  through  the  Medical  Officer 
of  Health,  obtains  the  assistance  of  the  Welsh  Regional  Hospital 
Board.  This  arrangement  came  about  on  July  5th,  1948,  and 
previous  to  the  change-over  on  that  date,  the  authority  con- 
cerned for  assistance  was  the  Welsh  National  Memorial  Assoc- 
iation. 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACT,  1936  — SECTION  172 

No  action  was  taken  by  the  Council  under  this  Section 
during  the  year  1948. 
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PULMONARY  TUBERCULOSIS  NOTIFICATIONS 
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ISOLATION  HOSPITAL 


STATISTICAL  DATA  : 

The  number  of  patients  admitted  during  the  year  1948 
was  104.  Classified  they  appear  as  follows  : — 

Diphtheria  19 

Scarlet  Fever  69 

Stomatitis  3 

Cerebro-Spinal  Meningitis  2 

Measles  with  Pneumonia  4 


Erysipelas  2 

Enteritis  3 

T.  B.  Meningitis  1 

? Acute  Poliomyelitis 1 


Arising  out  of  these  cases — 

The  19  cases  of  Diphtheria  were  afterwards  diagnosed 
as  follows  : 


13  Positive  (four  immunised) 

6 Negative 

The  case  of  ? Acute  Poliomyelitis  was  re-diagnosed  as 
an  ? Osteomyelitis  of  Femur. 

DEATHS : 

One  death  occurred  in  the  Isolation  Hospital  in  the  year 
1948  of  a boy  aged  4 years  from  the  “bull-neck”  type  of  Faucial 
Diphtheria.  This  child  had  not  been  immunised  and  died  one 
day  after  admission  to  hospital  in  a critical  condition. 

CAPITAL  EXPENDITURE  AND  MAINTENANCE  : 

On  taking  up  my  appointment  in  Maesteg  in  November, 
1948,  I informed  the  Hospital  Management  Committee  on  the 
advisability  of  having  the  Wards  and  Hospital  furniture  re-painted. 
The  walls  of  the  Ward  were  peeling  off  in  parts  due  to  dampness 
while  the  paintwork  was  in  urgent  need  of  renewal.  This  suggest- 
ion was  accepted  and  the  painting  of  the  "three  blocks  will  be 
completed  in  1949.  All  the  walls  will  be  re-painted  while  the 
beds  and  part  of  the  furniture  are  done  by  the  Hospital  Staff 
itself.  Two  new  washing  basins  will  also  be  installed  in  the 
Convalescent  Block. 
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STAFF : 


The  staff  position  in  the  Isolation  Hospital  as  in  other 
similar  institutions  has  been  difficult  due  to  the  great  shortage  ^ 
in  qualified  nursing  personnel  and  the  fact  that  the  Isolation 
Hospital  is  not  situated  on  convenient  bus  routes  while  even 
the  bus  stop  lies  at  a considerable  distance  from  the  hospital. 

These  factors  have  discouraged  especially  elderly  persons 
from  taking  up  appointments  and  it  is  with  regard  to  these 
staff  difficulties  and  the  infectious  nature  of  this  type  of  nursing 
that  it  has  been  the  policy  in  the  hospital  to  make  the  living 
quarters  of  the  nursing  staff  as  comfortable  and  attractive  as 
possible. 


MATERNITY  HOME 


STATISTICAL  DATA  : 

No.  of  Cases  admitted  to  the  Home  in  1948  301 


No.  of  Cases  delivered  by  Doctors  30 

No.  of  Normal  cases  delivered • 251 

No  of  Babies  born  281 

No.  of  Babies  still-born  5 

No.  of  Deaths  : — 


Mothers 2 

Babies  7 (Neo-Natal) 

Sixty-one  ante-natal  clinics  were  held  during  the  year 
and  606  patients  attended. 

Total  No.  of  W.R.  Tests  undertaken  during  the  year  281 

Total  No.  of  Rh  (Rhesus)  Factor  Tests  undertaken  during 

the  year  326 


D EATHS : 

Two  deaths  occurred  in  the  Maternity  Home  during  the 
year  1948.  The  death  of  the  first  case  occurred  six  weeks  after 
a prolonged  2nd  stage  and  forceps  delivery  of  a posterior  position 
with  some  post-partum  haemorrhage  while  the  second  case  of 
query  twins  died  of  sudden  heart  failure  in  the  ante-natal  period, 
two  days  after  admission. 


CAPITAL  EXPENDITURE  AND  MAINTENANCE  : 

Pillow  wirelesses  were  installed  for  10  beds  in  March,  1948 
bv  the  Radio  Relay  Company  and  have  contributed  much  to  the 
comfort  and  happiness  of  the  patients  in  the  Maternity  Home. 
Since  my  appointment  as  Superintendent  on  1st  November, 
1948  I pointed  out  the  necessity  of  obtaining  for  the  Materni  y 
Home  a new  Labour  Bed,  a Trolley  for  Oxygen  Cylinders  an 
Oxygen  Cradle  for  the  Nursery,  a Premature  Cot  for  premature 
infants  ; while  I also  deemed  it  advisable  to  have  the  Slop-sink 
renewed  in  the  sterilising  room. 

The  Hospital  Management  Committee  are  at  all  times 
most  co-operative  and  all  these  improvements  have  been  effected 
in  an  efficient  and  speedy  manner. 

HUMAN  MILK  SUPPLY  : 

Five  babies  were  supplied  with  Human  Milk  purchased 
from  the  “ Bank  ” at  Cardiff  during  the  year. 


SUMMARY  OF  THE  WORK  OF  THE 
SANITARY  DEPARTMENT  DURING  THE  YEAR  1948 

INSPECTIONS  : J 

Water  Supply  157 

Drainage  79 

Stables  and  Piggeries  15 

Offensive  Trades  15 

Common  Lodging  House  12 

Factories  and  Workshops  39 

Bakehouses  89 

Public  Conveniences  65 

Theatres,  etc.  20 

Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal  56 

Rats  and  Mice  49 

Smoke  Observations  8 

Inspections  of  Houses  under  Public  Health  and  Housing  Acts  1027 

Overcrowding  59 

Verminous  Premises  17 

Infectious  Diseases 124 

Inspection  of  Food  Shops  286 

Cowsheds  and  Dairies  96 

Ice-Cream  Premises 79 

Slaughterhouses  378 

Fried  Fish  Shops  50 


RENT  AND  MORTGAGE  INTEREST  RESTRICTIONS 
ACTS— 1920  TO  1933 

During  the  year  under  review,  two  Rent  Certificates  were  issued. 
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NOTICES  SERVED: 

In  September,  1948,  the  practice  of  serving  Informal 
™ Notices  previous  to  Abatement  Notices  under  Section  93,  Public 
Health  Act,  1936,  was  discontinued  with  the  permission  of  the 
Council.  This  was  brought  about  by  the  continued  difficulty 
experienced  by  the  Department  in  enforcing  repairs  to  properties. 

During  the  period  January  to  August,  1948  (inclusive), 
134  Informal  Notices  were  served.  For  the  whole  year  164 
Abatement  Notices  under  Section  93,  Public  Health  Act,  1936, 
were  served. 

Sixty-eight  Notices  under  Section  138,  Public  Health 
Act,  1936,  and  Section  30,  Water  Act,  1945,  to  provide  dwellings 
with  a sufficient  water  supply,  were  served  on  various  owners. 


In  addition,  the  following  Notices  under  various  Sections 
of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936  and  Housing  Act,  1936,  were 
also  served  during  the  year  : — 


Public  Health  Act,  1936  : 


Section 


157  

58  

264  

39  (i)  (c) 
83  


Number  of  Notices 
served  : 

3 

1 

4 

8 

4 


Housing  Act,  1936  : 
Section  1 1 


1 


PROCEEDINGS  : 


Arising  out  of  the  Abatement  Notices  served  under  Section 
93,  Public  Health  Act,  1936  and  the  one  Notice  under  Section 
58  of  the  Act,  court  proceedings  were  instituted  against  owners 
for  failure  to  abate  nuisances,  etc.,  arising  from  structural  and 
sanitary  defects,  in  respect  of  eight  properties. 

In  only  one  instance  was  prosecution  withheld — the  owner 
having,  in  this  case,  carried  out  the  requirements  of  the  Notice 
served  upon  him. 
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INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including  inspections  made 


■» 


r- 

co 


OUTWORK  (Sections  110  and  111) 
NIL 


MILK  PRODUCTION 


During  the  year,  thirty-one  samples  of  heat-treated 
and  pasteurised  milk  were  submitted  to  the  laboratory  for  bac- 
teriological examination.  Thirty,  or  approximately  97%  was 
found  to  be  satisfactory. 

Thirty  samples  of  ungraded  milk  were  submitted  for 
examination  and  seventeen  were  satisfactory.  T e general 
standard  of  cleanliness  and  personal  hygiene  in  the  farms  and 
dairies  is,  on  the  whole  satisfactory. 


RESULTS  OF  SAMPLES  OF  MILK  TAKEN  FOR  THE 
PRESENCE  OF  TUBERCLE  BACILLI 

Twenty-one  samples  were  taken  during  the  year  and, 
with  the  exception  of  one,  were  found  to  be  free  from  Tubercle 
Bacilli.  The  Veterinary  Inspectors  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture 
and  Fisheries  carried  out  investigations  but  were  unable  to  trace 
a cow  which  secreted  Tubercle  Bacilli. 


SUPERVISION  AND  INSPECTION  OF  FOOD 
THE  MILK  (SPECIAL  DESIGNATIONS)  ORDER,  1936  to  1946 

During  the  year  the  following  Licences  were  issued  within 
the  Council’s  Area  under  the  provisions  of  the  above  Order 

Five  Dealers  Licences  to  sell  milk  as  “ Pasteurised.” 

One  Pasteuriser’s  Licence. 

Farms,  Dairies,  etc.,  were  inspected  as  usual  by  the 
Department  during  the  year. 
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ICE  CREAM 


The  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938  (Sections  13,  14  and  37) 
The  Ice  Cream  (Heat  Treatment,  etc.)  Regulations,  1947 

Three  business  premises  were  registered  under  the  Food 
and  Drugs  Act,  1938,  for  the  Sale  of  Ice-Cream  in  the  Urban 
Area  during  1948. 

To  the  end  of  the  year  1948,  19  business  premises  in  the 
area  were  registered  under  the  Act  for  sale , or  manufacture  of 
ice-cream  in  the  Urban  Area. 

The  full  enforcement  of  the  Heat  Treatment  Regulations 
was  again  postponed  in  1948,  because  of  the  continued  scarcity 
of  certain  essential  components  of  equipment.  However,  during 
the  year,  most  of  the  manufacturers  in  Maesteg  had  been  able 
to  obtain  plant  which  would  enable  them  to  comply  with  the 
statutory  requirements  when  enforced. 

Five  manufacturing  premises  were  enlarged  and  modernised, 
and  sanitary  improvements  were  carried  out  with  a view  to 
attaining  a high  standard  of  food  hygiene  in  ice-cream  factories. 
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SLAUGHTERHOUSES 


Slaughtering  since  April,  1940,  has  been  carried  out  at 
the  Slaughterhouse  at  Bridgend  Road,  Maesteg.  The  Slaughter-  f| 
house  is  under  the  Management  of  the  Ministry  of  Food.  In 
the  busy  season  this  establishment  slaughters  about  40  head 
of  cattle  and  200  sheep  a week,  and  is,  therefore,  inadequate  for 
its  present  task.  The  rest-shed  for  the  animals  is  too  small, 
while  Schedule  II,  Provision  IV  of  the  Slaughter  of  Animals 
Act,  1933,  cannot  be  applied  and  slaughtering  of  one  animal 
in  sight  of  another  occurs  constantly.  The  actual  killing  is 
done  with  the  captive-bolt  pistol.  A small  brook  running  past 
the  slaughterhouse  often  inundates  the  slaughter-yards.  No 
proper  cleansing  facilities  or  sanitary  conveniences  exist  for  the 
men  employed  in  slaughtering,  neither  are  there  any  facilities 
for  hanging  clothes  or  overcoats,  nor  office  accommodation  for 
administrative  purposes.  Skins  are  left  outside  the  slaughterhouse 
and  no  storage-place  has  been  provided.  The  examination  room 
for  the  organs  of  slaughtered  animals  is  too  small. 

The  Ministry  of  Food  was  approached  on  this  matter  on 
27th  December,  1948,  and  has  since  then  agreed  to  the  following 
improvements  :• — 

(1)  To  provide  storage  for  condemned  meat. 

(2)  To  provide  a place  for  storage  of  hides  and  skins. 

(3)  To  provide  proper  lavatory  accommodation  and  also 

hand-basins  with  supply  of  hot  water. 

(4)  To  overhaul  the  electric  lighting  system  and  general 

maintenance  work,  such  as  painting,  etc. 
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CARCASES  INSPECTED  AND  CONDEMNED. 


■* 


Cattle 

including 

Cows 

Sheep  & 
Calves  Lambs 

Pigs 

Number  killed 

895 

639 

4411 

2 

Number  inspected  ...| 

885 

639 

4300 

2 

All  Diseases  except 
Tuberculosis 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

1 

1 

1 

17 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned  . . . 

328 

— 

351 

— 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
disease  other  than  Tuber- 
culosis. 

37.4 

— 

8.5 

— 

Tuberculosis  only 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned.... 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
Tuberculosis 

9 

51 

6.7 

— 

— 

41 


SUMMARY  OF  THE  MEAT  AND  OTHER  FOODS 
CONDEMNED  IN  THE  YEAR  ENDED 
DECEMBER  31st,  1948. 


Description. 

Reason  for  Approximate 

Condemnation.  Weight  lbs. 

9 Whole  Bovine  Carcases 

Tuberculosis 

5, 1 53 

10  Part  Bovine  Carcases 

Tuberculosis 

1,678 

1 Bovine  Carcase 

Emaciation 

214 

30  Bovine  Heads 

Tuberculosis 

900 

50  Bovine  Lungs 

Tuberculosis 

300 

7 Bovine  Livers 

Tuberculosis 

84 

284  Bovine  Livers 

Parasitic  and  Bacterial 

Diseases 

2,840 

25  Bovine  Livers 

Hydatid  Cysts  

250 

40  Bovine  Livers 

Hydatid  Cysts  

240 

35  Bovine  Lungs 

Parasitic  and  Bacterial 

Diseases 

210 

Beef 

Bone-taint 

846 

Beef 

Bruised 

117 

76  Sheep  Plucks 

Parasitic  Diseases 

304 

324  Sheep  Livers 

Parasitic  Diseases 

648 

17  Sheep  Carcases 

Casualties — Emaciation  and 

Parasitic  Diseases 

468 

1 Pig  Carcase 

Other  Foods — 

Pneumonia 

37 

14,289 

Tinned  Meat 

Decomposition  and  Blown 

42 

Tinned  Milk 

Decomposition  and  Blown 

118 

Tinned  Fish 

Decomposition  and  Blown 

43 

Tinned  Jams  and  Fruit  

Decomposition  and  Blown 

184 

Vegetables 

Decomposition  and  Blown 

98 

Bacon  

Decomposition  and  Blown 

125 

Flour  

Damp  and  Contaminated 

215 

Cheese  

Mould 

36 

Dried  Fruit 

Mould 

162 

Wet  Fish  and  Dry 

Decomposition  

592 

Butter  and  Margarine 

Rancid 

15 

Sausages 

Decomposition  

282 

20  Chickens 

Decomposition  

60 

1,972 

SLAUGHTER  OF  ANIMALS  ACT,  1933 


Nine  licences  were  issued  to  slaughtermen  during  the 
year  authorising  them  to  slaughter  animals  under  the  above- 
mentioned  Act,  and  the  provisions  of  the  Act  regarding  the  humane 
slaughter  of  animals,  including  sheep  and  lambs  were  carried  out. 
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THE  FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1938 


1 


Previous  to  the  year 
Drugs  Act  was  undertaken 
of  that  year  these  duties 
County  Council. 


1948,  sampling  under  the  Food  and 
entirely  by  the  Police  and  in  April 
were  taken  over  by  the  Glamorgan 


We  are  indebted  to  the  Superintendent  of  Police  at  Bridgend 
and,  the  County  Medical  Officer  for  the  following  summaries 
of  articles  sampled,  together  with  the  results  of  the  analysis  : 


Period — January  to  March 

Articles  Analysed  Total  samples  Genuine 


Mixed  Herbs  i 

Cake  Flour  1 

Macaroni  2 

Meat  Soup 

Date  Pudding  1 

Coffee  and  Chicory 

Mixture  1 

Suet  1 

New  Milk  8 


1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

7 


TOTALS  16 


15 


Not  Genuine 


0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

1 


Upon  analysis,  one  sample  of  milk  was  found  to  contain 
not  less  than  17%  added  water.  The  offender  in  this  case  was 
prosecuted  at  Maesteg  Magistrates’  Court  on  the  24th  May,  1948, 
and  was  fined  £10  and  ordered  to  pay  14/-  Analyst’s  Fee. 


Period — April  to  December 
Articles  Analysed  Total  samples 

Genuine 

Not  Genuine 

Milk 

21 

20 

1 

Butter 

2 

2 

0 

Margarine 

2 

2 

0 

Cooking  Fat 

1 

! 

0 

Sultanas 

1 

i 

0 

Dates 

1 

1 

0 

TOTALS  

28 

27 

1 

Upon  analysis  one  sample  of  milk  proved  to  be  deficient 
in  milk  fat  to  the  extent  of  not  less  than  18%.  Proceedings 
were  instituted  and  the  defendant  was  fined  £5  and  ordered  to 
pay  14/-  Analyst’s  Fee. 
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CONTROL  OVER  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 

Premises  where  cases  of  infectious  disease  occur  are  visited 
by  the  Sanitary  Inspector  for  epidemiological  investigation  and 
record.  Since  July  5th,  1948,  the  taking  of  swabs  and  immunisa- 
tion of  all  contacts  is  undertaken  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
and  not  by  the  Health  Visitor. 

Arrangements  are  made  for  the  removal  of  cases  to  the 
Maesteg  Isolation  Hospital  or,  alternatively  for  the  most  suitable 
isolation  of  the  patient  possible. 

When  a patient  is  removed  to  hospital,  the  infected  rooms 
are  disinfected  immediately  and  when  the  case  is  isolated  at 
home  this  is  done  after  termination  of  the  illness.  If  found 
necessary,  infected  clothing,  bedding,  etc.,  are  removed  and  dealt 
with  at  the  Isolation  Hospital  by  the  steam  disinfector. 

During  the  year,  124  Fumigations  were  carried  out  by 
the  Department  where  cases  of  Infectious  Disease  occurred. 


RODENT  CONTROL 

During  the  year  two  complete  maintenance  treatments 
of  the  Council’s  sewers  were  carried  out.  The  percentage  of 
pre-bait  and  complete  takes  for  both  treatments  in  connection 
with  the  infestation  was  limited  and  “ small  to  medium.” 

The  number  of  points  baited  on  river  banks,  private 
dwellings  and  business  premises  was  211. 

For  a period  of  approximately  three  months,  the  Depart- 
ment had  no  Rodent  Operative,  Mr.  W.  F.  Griffiths  being  transferred 
to  the  Maesteg  Maternity  Home  in  July,  and  Mr.  H.  M.  Barrow, 
who  replaced  him,  was  appointed  in  September. 


SEWAGE  DISPOSAL 

The  condition  of  the  Sewage  Disposal  Works  has  remained 
unchanged.  At  present  less  than  one-half  of  the  inflowing 
sewage  is  taken  by  the  septic  tanks,  while  onty  one  quarter  of 
this  quantity  is  absorbed  by  the  contact  beds.  The  average 
daily  inflow  of  sewage  is  1,000,000  gallons.  In  the  tanks,  little 
or  no  purification  takes  place  as  they  have  not  been  emptied 
for  13  years.  Most  sewage,  therefore,  passes  in  unpurified  state 
through  several  lagoons  into  the  River  Llynfi,  so  that  heavy 
pollution  of  this  river  occurs. 

Subsidence  of  the  main  sewer  has  held  up  the  submission 
of  the  revised  plans  to  the  Welsh  Board  of  Health  but  these 
plans  will  be  submitted  in  the  year  1949. 
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SCAVENGING. 


Refuse  is  collected  daily  by  means  of  the  Council  s motor 
lorries.  Many  complaints  have  been  made  about  irregu  ar 
collection  and,  in  the  past,  of  the  dumping  of  refuse  by  tenants  m 
back-yards  or  the  scattering  of  refuse  by  the  wind  from  unsuitable 
appliances  in  which  the  refuse  is  gathered  before  collection. 
The  answer  to  this  last  complaint  is  obvious,  namely,  the  provision 
of  receptacles  by  the  occupiers  of  dwelling-houses.  The  Council 
possesses  powers  to  enforce  this  measure  and  this  has  been  done  ly 
many  local  authorities.  It  is  high-time  that  some  change  should 
be  effected  in  the  outmoded  and  insanitary  method  ot  reiuse- 
gathering  before  collection,  as  is  in  existence  at  present.  I he 
provision  of  dust-bins  would,  moreover,  aid  the  elimination  ot 
Hies,  rats  and  other  vermin  and  greatly  improve  the 
problem. 


salvage 
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